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Friday, 5 June 2020 
 

NSW GOVERNMENT – RETURN TO COMMUNITY SPORT 
 
The Blacktown & Districts Soccer Football Association (BDSFA) were extremely pleased to hear the Hon. 
John Barilaro, MP announce in a press conference on Tuesday, 2 June that persons under the age of 18 
could commence community sport from 1 July 2020. 
 
This announcement will provide our children with the opportunity to participate, socialise with their 
team mates, partake in physical activity and improve their mental wellbeing, however men and women 
over the age of 18 have not been given any indication of when they may be allowed to resume their 
competitions. 
 
Mental Health is a major concern during the current pandemic and it is the men and women that have 
been most affected by potential job loss, a reduction in wages, having to work from home in isolation 
and having to take leave to look after their children as they were precluded from attending school.  
 
While the above facets of life during the pandemic have been accepted and given the decline in COVID-
19 cases it is evident they have been adhered to, for the mental and physical wellbeing of our adult 
women and men there needs to be a clear indication as to when they can return to community sport. 
 
The BDSFA’s primary focus, from the outset of the COVID-19 crisis has been with the wellbeing and 
health of every Member, their families and the wider community.  Community Clubs are essential to 
that wellbeing and they play a significant role in the wider community.  It was extremely important that 
all our Member Clubs stayed united and focused on the best possible outcome for the whole 
membership and wider community.  We adopted a one in, all in approach which was essential and 
workable and at the conclusion and easing of restrictions, Clubs will be essential in the reestablishment 
of community bonds and values that have been impacted by social distancing and measures to stay 
ahead of the curve and mitigate the spread of this insidious virus. 
 
Whilst the BDSFA Board fully understand the benefits of a staggered resumption between Youth football 
and Senior football to training and moving forward to playing, the lack of a definitive time line published 
to participants state-wide would further create uncertainty and angst amongst the membership, leading 
to  more questions from our adult football community which has led them to ask themselves whether 
they should continue playing this season, which in  itself creates further challenges for Clubs and 
volunteers to navigate.  
 
The decision to not allow adults to play community sport makes no logical sense when adults can 
associate in indoor areas such as pubs and clubs, restaurants, cafes and massage and tattoo parlours. 
 
Such a decision is clearly at odds with the mantra of the BDSFA board of “one in, all in” and this approach 
has been the corner stone of our collective journey with all our Members and one we intend to up hold 
in the best interest of all our Members and the wider community as it demonstrates equity, compassion 
and humility in these unprecedented times. 
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We concur with our State Sporting Organisation Football NSW in not seeing how the above allowances 
could be considered less risky than 22 adults running around in fresh air playing football on a pitch with 
some 320 squares metres per player. 
 
Our Association has been proactive in liaising with our Clubs throughout the pandemic by way of Club 
Financial Checks. There have been costs borne by our Association and Clubs in the lead up to the season 
and with COVID-19 still being present in Australia some members have decided to de-register from this 
year’s competition. The decline in participation will strain the funding available to all forms of community 
sport, in particular football in the Blacktown District. 
 
To this end we also concur with our State Sporting Organisation Football NSW in asking the NSW 
Government for direct financial support for State and District bodies to ease the devastating impact of 
disrupted seasons, and slashed incomes. 
 
Other State Government’s have provided stimulus through Financial Recovery Packages and Community 
Sports Infrastructure Stimulus Programs, we trust that the NSW Government are working on schemes 
that will ensure the solvency of Sporting Organisations, Associations & Clubs and through new 
infrastructure projects and improvements to current facilities can provide work opportunities for the 
tradesmen and women in our workforce. 
 
First and foremost the BDSFA looks forward to an imminent announcement concerning a return to adult 
community sport and trust that the return date will be 1 July 2020, which is in line with the return for 
persons 18 and under. This announcement will boost the mental health, morale and physical wellbeing 
of our adult community. 
 
Furthermore, the BDSFA trusts that similar stimulus announcements to those of other States will be 
forthcoming from the NSW Government to ensure the financial welfare of all levels of community sport, 
the improvement of infrastructure and the creation of work and new jobs in NSW. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
   

 
 

Bill Owen  Adam Fairley 
Chairman  General Manager 
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